
MONROE, La. (KNOE) - A student 
from the ArkLaMiss region is pre-
paring to go to a national competi-
tion after winning fi rst place in a re-
gional competition for architectural 
drafting.
Tarren Harvey, a nontraditional stu-

dent attending Texas State Technical 
College, will compete in the Archi-
tectural Drafting category at the 
SkillsUSA National Leadership and 
Skills Conference in Atlanta next 
week.
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PHS Beta Club Living Literature Team competes at Nationals

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Beta Club’s Living Literature team recently traveled to Savannah, GA, to compete in the National Beta Convention. These exceptional students represented Pelahatchie well both 
in competition and in character. PHS is proud of them and grateful to the Tribe community for helping them make this a reality. The Beta Club also wants to thank Tip Nutt and Brandon Herd for volunteering to drive. 

Monroe native Tarren Harvey (center) won fi rst for Architectural Drafting at the 2024 SkillsUSA Texas Post-
secondary State Leadership and Skills Conference in Houston. 

By KNOE/Kenya Ross

Photo courtesy of KNOE/Texas State Technical College

Pelahatchie HS alum, competing in national conference

Continued on page 10
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Summer in Mississip-
pi is a time of relax-
ation, an opportunity 
to vacation, and a time 

away from the school day routines.  
Most students and teachers are eager 
for the 10 week break to reset before 
a new school year begins.  
Although some students choose to 

sleep late, travel, or lounge around a 
swimming pool, others are involved 
in extracurricular activities. Students 
can be seen around campus at ear-
ly morning workout drills in foot-
ball and volleyball, participating in 
basketball games, practicing cheer, 
and preparing for band camp. Some 
teachers have been busy leading and 
attending educational workshops to 
sharpen their pedagogical skills.  
While enjoying the sun, salt water, 

and road trips are all fantastic ways 
to recharge, it is also wise to con-
sider summer learning loss and how 
to prevent it. Here are some tips to 

make the most of your sum-
mer while keeping your 
mind active:
1.Read for pleasure: Choose 
books that interest you and 
make reading a daily habit. 
Whether it’s fi ction, non-fi c-
tion, or magazines, reading 
helps maintain and improve 
your vocabulary and com-
prehension skills.

2.Explore educational apps 
and websites: There are 
plenty of fun apps and web-
sites that off er educational 
games and activities in subjects like 
math, science, and languages. These 
can be engaging ways to learn with-
out feeling like traditional studying.

3. Work on ACT skills: Download 
an app and practice for about 30 
minutes each day.  Choose math one 
day and English the next. Exercis-
ing your brain daily with ACT ques-
tions can keep you sharp and ready 
for the assessment when you take it 
in September..

4. Visit museums or cultural sites: If 

you’re traveling or even staying local, 
visiting museums, historical sites, or 
cultural landmarks can be both enjoy-
able and educational. Many places of-
fer guided tours or interactive exhibits 
that make learning fun.

5. Practice writing: Keep a journal 
of your summer experiences, write 
short stories, or even start a blog. 
Writing regularly helps improve 
your writing skills and keeps your 
creativity fl owing.

6. Stay curious and ask ques-

tions: Whether you’re at the 
beach, in a park, or visiting 
a new city, keep your curi-
osity alive. Ask questions 
about what you see and ex-
perience. It’s a great way to 
learn about the world around 
you.

7. Engage in hands-on 
activities: Experiment with 
science projects, cooking, 
gardening, or DIY crafts. 
These activities not only 
teach practical skills but also 
encourage problem-solving 

and creativity.
8. Review and practice previous 

learning: Spend some time review-
ing what you learned during the 
school year. This can help reinforce 
concepts and prevent forgetting im-
portant information.
By incorporating some of these tips 

into your summer routine, you can 
strike a balance between relaxation 
and learning, ensuring that you come 
back to school feeling refreshed and 
ready for new challenges.

Making the most of Summer Break 2024 at Pelahatchie
By Guest Columnist, Voncille 
Anderson, Head Principal, 
Pelahatchie High School

Pelahatchie HS English teachers attend 
RCSD Leadership in Literacy workshop

Special to Pelahatchie News

Workshop attendees with Mrs. Cindy Christian (far left), and Mrs. Voncille Anderson (far right).

This week, Pelahatchie High School English teachers attended the Central Mississippi Leadership in Literacy train-
ing at Northwest Rankin Middle School. They joined English teachers from RCSD and surrounding districts to 
discover the signifi cance of teacher agency, everyday advocacy, shared experiences, and personal stories to support 
teacher and student advocacy. The workshop, sponsored by the University of Mississippi Writing Project, was facil-
itated by Mrs. Cindy Christian and Mrs. Voncille Anderson.
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Local residents take time to enjoy Farmers Market

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

On Saturday, June 15th, residents gathered to shop, browse, and enjoy the new 
local Farmers Market that was started by Grace Sanders. The market is located at 
Muscadine Park on Go Forth Street. 
The market is scheduled to operate on the second or third Saturday of each month 

from April through December, opening its gates from 9 AM to 1 PM. 

Grace Sanders, the driving force behind this initiative, encourages community in-
volvement in various aspects of the market. 
For further information regarding vendor applications, market dates, or general 

inquiries, interested individuals are encouraged to contact Grace Sanders at 601-
466-9179.
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished   •   Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities   •   HUD Vouchers Accepted

Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

  

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

Spending time in the heat and sun could lead to heat stress and illness if someone 
gets overheated. Recognize the signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Heat stroke 
is a medical emergency, so knowing how to respond and get a person to medical care 
quickly can save their life. More safety and fi rst aid information is available from the 
CDC at https://www.cdc.gov/extreme-heat/signs-symptoms.

Heat Safety: Know the Signs

Special to Pelahatchie News

Nearly 3,500 students are on the spring 2024 Graduation List at Mississippi State 
University. The following local students are included in this honor: 

Amber Beeman, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science from MSU’s College of Education.

Zachary Nettles, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from MSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine.

Lauren Nickles, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts Cum Laude from MSU’s College of Arts and Sciences.

Jarrett Pennington, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science from MSU’s College of Education.

Lona Perrett, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Master of Science from MSU’s College of Education.

Anna Shamburger, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science from MSU’s College of Education.

Bethany Smith, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science from MSU’s College of Education.

Brandon Thompson, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Master of Business Adm from MSU’s College of Business.

Jessica Ries, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science Cum Laude from MSU’s College of Arts and Sciences.

Jason Wuestefeld, of Pelahatchie, MS, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science Magna Cum Laude from MSU’s College of Education.

Local students on MSU’s
spring 2024 Graduation List
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Pelahatchie Library July Events

Senior Citizens Social
Tuesday, July 9, 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, July 23, 11:00 a.m.

Adult Book Club
Wednesday

July 17, 11:00 a.m.
Discussing The Terminal List 

by Jack Carr

PHS Alum named HCC Drum Major

Johns recipient of Sexton Award

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to alum Mariah McGill on this fantastic achievement!! Pelahatchie High School is proud to 
see our alumni do great things.

Congratulations to Class of 2024 graduate, Tyler Johns, for receiving the Wayne “Twink” Sexton Award 
during the Crossroads Diamond Club All Star game held in May. Tyler was chosen for this award based on 
his unselfi sh love of the game of baseball. 
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Students on the President’s List at Mississippi State achieved a 3.80 or bet-
ter grade-point average, based on a 4.0 scale, while completing at least 12 
semester hours of coursework with no incomplete grades or grades lower 
than a C.  Also, students named to the Deans’ List at Mississippi State must 
have achieved a grade-point average between 3.5 and 3.79, based on a 4.0 
scale, while completing at least 12 semester hours of coursework with no 
incomplete grades or grades lower than a C. 
Some names of students may not appear on this list as a result of stu-

dent requests for privacy from publication through the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act.  
Mississippi State University is a national STEM-focused, doctoral de-

gree-granting, land-grant university off ering a wide range of educational 
experiences for learning and growth to a diverse student body of approx-
imately 23,000 students. Among the National Science Foundation’s Top 
100 research universities, MSU provides access and opportunity to students 
from all 50 states and 86 countries. MSU is committed to its comprehensive 
research university mission, addressing complex local and global issues 
with innovative ideas and solutions.

MSU’s spring 2024 President’s List includes 4,137 students who attained 
this honor, and the following local students are included: 

MSU’s spring 2024 Deans’ List includes 2,364 students who attained this 
honor, and the following local students are included: 

David Adams, of Pelahatchie, MSDavid Adams, of Pelahatchie, MS
Trey Rhodes, of Pelahatchie, MSTrey Rhodes, of Pelahatchie, MS
Anna Shamburger, of Pelahatchie, MSAnna Shamburger, of Pelahatchie, MS
Bethany Smith, of Pelahatchie, MSBethany Smith, of Pelahatchie, MS
Dana Watkins, of Pelahatchie, MSDana Watkins, of Pelahatchie, MS
Jason Wuestefeld, of Pelahatchie, MSJason Wuestefeld, of Pelahatchie, MS
Benjamin Carter, of Pelahatchie, MSBenjamin Carter, of Pelahatchie, MS
Anna Carter, of Pelahatchie, MSAnna Carter, of Pelahatchie, MS
Elijah Rowell, of Pelahatchie, MSElijah Rowell, of Pelahatchie, MS
Holly White, of Pelahatchie, MSHolly White, of Pelahatchie, MS

Summer Georgen, of Pelahatchie, MSSummer Georgen, of Pelahatchie, MS
Emma Ward, of Pelahatchie, MSEmma Ward, of Pelahatchie, MS

Mackenzie Smith, of Pelahatchie, MSMackenzie Smith, of Pelahatchie, MS
Mckinley Goodin, of Pelahatchie, MSMckinley Goodin, of Pelahatchie, MS

Local students named to MSU’s spring 2024 President’s, Dean’s List
Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo courtesy of Grace Cockrell

MSU’s historic Lee Hall, pictured during the 2024 spring semester.



Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Commerce Andy Gipson recently 
announced the 165th Mississippi 
State Fair will be held Thursday, Oc-
tober 3, through Sunday, October 13, 
at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds 
in Jackson. For the fi rst time ever, 
fairgoers can purchase their tickets 

online ahead of the 2024 State Fair. 
“We are excited to announce that 

tickets to the Mississippi State Fair 
can be purchased online for the fi rst 
time in our state’s history,” said Com-
missioner Gipson. “Families and in-
dividuals can now buy their tickets 
ahead of October for a discounted 
price, and from the convenience 
of any laptop or smart device. This 
year’s State Fair will include several 
nationally recognized artists and all-
new attractions, in addition to all our 
fairgoers’ favorite rides, events and 
foods. So I encourage everyone to 
buy their tickets now and join us for 
the 165th Mississippi State Fair this 
fall!”
Visitors to the annual Mississippi 

State Fair can purchase general ad-

mission tickets and fair ride wrist-
bands online for the fi rst time in the 
fair’s history. Pre-sale tickets are 
available now through October 2 
at www.msstatefair.com for $8 per 
person. Online tickets purchased af-
ter October 2, as well as tickets pur-
chased at the gates, will be $10 per 
person. View a tutorial video on 
how to easily purchase tickets at 

https://youtu.be/GGaW6s9JDi8. 
 Commissioner Gipson also an-

nounced the headliners for the 2024 
Mississippi State Fair as follows:
• • Oak Ridge Boys – Saturday, Oak Ridge Boys – Saturday, 

October 5October 5
• • Matthew West – Sunday, Matthew West – Sunday, 

October 6October 6
• • Ronnie McDowell – Wednesday, Ronnie McDowell – Wednesday, 

October 9 (Senior American Day)October 9 (Senior American Day)
• • Dru Hill – Friday, Dru Hill – Friday, 

October 11October 11
 Additional details regarding con-

certs and special attractions will be 
forthcoming soon. Visit www.ms-
statefair.com and follow the Missis-
sippi State Fairgrounds on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter for the latest 
updates.

����������

Gipson announces dates, 
lineup for 165th MS State Fair
Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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On Wednesday, June 26, 2024, 
the Pelahatchie Library buzzed 
with excitement as children and 
adults gathered to celebrate the 
80th birthday of a beloved na-
tional icon—Smokey Bear. This 
special program not only honored 
Smokey’s legacy but also served 
as an educational event, teaching 
attendees about fi re safety and the 
history of this enduring mascot. 
The celebration began with the 

singing of “Happy Birthday” to 
Smokey Bear, whose presence, , 
brought smiles to everyone’s faces. 
The attendees then delved into the 
fascinating origin story of Smokey 
Bear. The story, which was read from 
a book, recounted how Smokey be-
came the symbol of wildfi re preven-
tion in the United States. 
Smokey Bear’s journey began 

during World War II. In 1944, the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Ad Coun-
cil decided to create a character that 
would educate the public about the 

dangers of forest fi res. Inspired by 
the tragic loss of wildlife and forest 
land due to fi res, Smokey Bear was 
born. The fi rst Smokey Bear poster 
featured the bear pouring a bucket of 
water on a campfi re, with the slogan, 
“Smokey says – Care will prevent 9 
out of 10 forest fi res.” 
The event also featured an educa-

tional session on diff erent types of 
fi res, distinguishing between bene-
fi cial and harmful fi res. Attendees 
learned that while some fi res, such as 
controlled burns, play a crucial role 

in maintaining healthy ecosystems, 
others can be devastating and need to 
be prevented. A particularly intrigu-
ing topic was the concept of “fi ghting 
fi re with fi re,” where controlled fi res 
or the strategic use of fl ammable ma-
terials like gasoline are employed to 
create fi rebreaks, stopping wildfi res 
from spreading when water isn’t 
accessible. 
A highlight of the day was the 

demonstration of the gear worn by 
fi refi ghters. The children were fas-
cinated by the heavy suits, helmets,

and tools used by these brave 
individuals to combat wild-
fi res. The fi refi ghters explained 
how each piece of gear is de-
signed to protect them from 
the intense heat and fl ames, en-
suring they can carry out their 
dangerous work as safely as 
possible. 
To wrap up the celebration, 

each attendee received a good-
ie bag fi lled with Smokey Bear-
themed items, fi re safety bro-
chures, and small treats. These 

mementos served as a reminder of 
the important lessons learned and the 
fun had during the event. 
The 80th birthday celebration of 

Smokey Bear at the Pelahatchie Li-
brary was not just a tribute to an icon-
ic fi gure but also a valuable opportu-
nity to educate the community about 
fi re safety. As the attendees left with 
smiles and goodie bags in hand, they 
carried with them a renewed sense of 
responsibility to help prevent wild-
fi res and protect our precious forests.

Celebrating Smokey Bear’s 80th Birthday at Pelahatchie Library 
By Kenneth McDade

Special to Pelahatchie News



A Rankin County woman was sentenced to 12 
months and one day in federal prison, followed 
by two years of supervised release, for possess-
ing and passing counterfeit currency.
Mary Glassmire Sessums, 43, was sentenced 

in U.S. District Court in Jackson.
According to court documents, an investiga-

tion by the Rankin County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, the 
Pelahatchie Police Department and the Brandon 
Police Department identifi ed Mary Glassmire 
Sessums and Purvis Dustin Ward as individuals 
who had been passing counterfeit United States 
currency in Rankin County. On November 2, 2019, 
several residents of Rankin County reported that a 
man and a woman had been making purchases at 
garage sales using counterfeit currency. One of the 
local residents took a picture of the suspects’ car 
and provided a tag number and description to law 
enforcement.  Offi  cers from the Pelahatchie Police 
Department later stopped the vehicle.  During the

stop, offi  cers observed what appeared to be coun-
terfeit United States currency in plain view in the 
vehicle.  Sessums and Ward were arrested for pos-
session of counterfeit currency. Several victims 
later identifi ed Sessums and Ward as the individ-
uals who fraudulently passed counterfeit United 
States currency to make purchases.
Rankin County Deputies obtained a search war-

rant for Ward’s residence and located counter-
feit currency, uncut sheets of counterfeit cur-
rency as well as two computers, three printers, 
specialty ink and paint, all of which was used to 
produce counterfeit currency.
Sessums pled guilty on March 13, 2024 to pos-

sessing and passing counterfeit currency.
Ward previously pled guilty to one count of 

making counterfeit currency and one count of 
possessing and passing counterfeit currency.  
He was sentenced to 30 months in prison fol-
lowed by 3 years of supervised release. 
U.S. Attorney Todd W. Gee and Resident Agent 

in Charge Kyle Smith of the United States Se-
cret Service made the announcement.
The case was investigated by the United States 

Secret Service, the Rankin County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce, the Pelahatchie Police Department and the 
Brandon Police Department. 
The case was prosecuted by Assistant United 

States Attorneys Kabah Ealy and Dave Fulcher.
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136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

Member SIPC

Jackson Pullen, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
101 High Pointe Ct Suite A
Brandon, MS 39042
601-952-4154

How does your portfolio 
measure up?
Let's review your strategy.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Sessums Sentenced to Prison for Possessing, Passing Counterfeit Currency

Special to Pelahatchie News

Mary Glassmire Sessums

Special to Pelahatchie News



�� ���������

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK
•          •              •-MAILEBLAST

PELAHATCHIE

WEBSITE
PELAHATCHIE NEWS SOCIAL

MEDIA

PAST HEADLINES

2014 - 10 years ago2014 - 10 years ago
• “American Heart Association launches new 

one-minute video for Hands-OnlyTM CPR”

• “Mississippi Baking Company part of
the poverty solution”

2019 - 5 years ago2019 - 5 years ago
• “Lady Chiefs Softball hosts Second

Annual Car Show”

• “Fred’s Pelahatchie slated to close
this summer”

2023 - Last Year2023 - Last Year
• “Local Foodtruck plans to open

brick and mortar”

• “Southern Pine Electric restores
power for thousands”

Receive a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!

Harvey to compete at conference
“I’ve always been keen on doing ar-

chitectural drafting, but I’m open for 
it all. I’m... I’ve never thought about 
structural or civil or anything like 
that, but I’m doing it now, and I like 
it,” said Harvey.
Harvey won fi rst place at the re-

gional competition 
in Houston in the 
spring. Now he’s 
preparing to take 
home the national 
title.
“I’m practicing my drafting skills; 

making sure I have everything I 
needed - packed and loaded on my 
computer, so that I can... bring home 
the gold,” said Harvey.
Harvey studies architectural en-

gineering drafting at Texas State 
Technical College and off ers advice 
to students who plan to compete in 
future competitions.
“I would give them those key 

takeaways that I practice every 
day: perseverance, prayer, and pa-

tience,” said Har-
vey. “Those three 
things - it’ll take 
the students that 
come after me... 
it’ll take them as 

far as I have gone.”
The conference and competition is 

from June 24 - June 28, 2024. If Har-
vey wins, he’ll be able to compete at 
the WorldSkills Conference 2024 in 
France in September 2024.

Gaquaveon Ragsdale, PHS
alum, graduates from NWCC

Northwest Mississippi Community 
College offi  cials announced grad-
uates have been awarded degrees 
and certifi cates for the Spring 2024 
semester. Degrees were offi  cially 
conferred by Dr. Michael Heindl, 
Northwest president, on May 2 and 
3, during the college’s 116th Com-
mencement. As commencement 
speaker, Dr. Heindl took the stage 
sharing some words of wisdom with 
the class of 2024.
Northwest Mississippi Community 

College is a public, two-year institu-
tion primarily serving 11 counties in 
Northwest Mississippi. For more in-
formationabout NWCC, visit www.
northwestms.edu.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo couresty of Sarah Smith

Dr. Michael Heindl, Northwest Mississippi Com-
munity College President, giving commencement 
address to Northwest class of 2024

Continued from Front page
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Pelahatchie Baptist Vacation Bible School � lled with fun and learning

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Baptist recently hosted Vacation Bible School 2024. The theme was Breaker Rock Beach. Led by pastor Spencer Sullivan and the many volunteers, those who at-
tended learned many things about truth, God’s plan, faith, Jesus, the story of the rich, young ruler, the gospel, God’s love, Jesus’ sacrifi ce, the gospel book of John, and knowing 
God.  There was also time for recreation which included a visit from Mr. Adam Elcan of Tiger Rock Brandon, and for daily refreshments, like watermelon. 
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By Doug Carter, Rankin 
County Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Lithium batteries: Safety, storage, and hazard prevention

MODERN METHODS, HOMETOWN HEART.
B A N K W H E R E Y O U ’ R E T R E A T E D L I K E F A M I L Y .

Lithium Batteries are 
now found in every-
thing from cell phones 
to cordless drills, blow-
ers, chainsaws and 
even electric cars. Their 

popular use is due to this battery’s 
high-power capacity in a relatively 
small package.  
 There are several diff erent types of 

lithium batteries, some rechargeable 
and some non-rechargeable, both of 
which are generally safe and unlike-
ly to fail; but only as long as there 
are no defects or damage.  
 When these batteries fail to oper-

ate safely or are damaged, they may 
present a fi re or explosion hazard.  
Damage can occur immediately or 
over a period, caused by:
1) Improper use, storage, or charging.
2) Physical Impacts-dropping, crush-
ing, or puncturing. 
3)Exposure to extreme temperatures. 
Too high (above 130 degrees F), 

open fl ames, continu-
ous direct sun exposure, 
heaters, etc. Too low 
temperatures (below 
freezing, 32 degrees  F) 
during charging. 
 These can result in 

cell failure, releasing 
intense heat, which can 
damage other nearby 
cells causing a chain 
reaction known as a 
thermal runaway. The 
high energy density in 
lithium batteries makes 
them more susceptible to these re-
actions. Lithium cell failures can re-
sult in chemical and/or combustion 
reactions, which can result in heat 
releases and/or over-pressurization 
quickly leading to an acid exposure, 
smoke, fi re, or explosion. 
 Lithium battery fi res are extremely 

diffi  cult to extinguish. Fire extin-
guishers may only temporarily knock 
down the fl ames and large amounts 
of water are often ineff ective.  Lith-
ium fi res usually re-ignite and must 
burn-out before no longer a threat. 

Therefore, isolating the burning ob-
ject from other material is often the 
only way to prevent the spread  of a 
lithium, battery fi re.
Preventive steps to use with Lithi-

um Batteries:
1) Ensure lithium batteries, char-
gers, and associated equipment are a 
high-quality product (recognized by 
national testing standards; example 
UL). 
2) Store, use, and maintain by that 
particular manufacturer’s recom-
mendations.  

3) When replacing lithium batter-
ies, ensure they are specifi cally 
designed for and match that de-
vice.
4) Remove lithium-powered de-
vices and batteries from the char-
ger once they are fully charged.
5) Store lithium batteries and de-
vices in dry, cool locations.
6) Clean batteries with a clean, 
slightly damp cloth, do not use 
solvents.
7)Avoid damaging lithium batter-
ies and devices. 

8) Inspect them for signs of damage, 
such as bulging/cracking or rising 
temperatures.
9) If they are damaged, leaking, 
smoking, remove them from service 
and isolate them from everything 
else.  For example, smaller batteries 
can be placed outside in a fi re-resis-
tant container.  (metal drum).
Source:  Mississippi State Universi-

ty, MSU Dawg Tracks, Safety News-
letter, June 2024, “Lithium Batter-
ies” , Leslie Woolington.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Before Melanie and I 
were married, we read 
a book entitled The 
Five Love Languag-
es by Gary Chapman.  

Many of you have probably read it as 
well.  But for those that haven’t, Chap-
man writes and explains how every in-
dividual feels most loved through one 
of what he calls the fi ve love languages.  
The fi ve love languages are: Words of 
Affi  rmation, Physical Touch, Receiving 
Gifts, Quality Time, and Acts of Ser-
vice. Even if you are unfamiliar with 
this idea, I bet you can still examine that 
list of fi ve love languages and determine 
pretty quickly which one describes how 
you feel most loved and which one de-
scribes how your closest loved ones feel 
most loved.  The ability to communicate 
love in the way that is felt and received 
most by the one that you love is criti-
cal to growing and maintaining a strong 
connection and deep relationship. Re-
gardless of which love language speaks 
to each one of us the most, in marriage, 

and really any relationship, stay-
ing closely connected is essential.  
Without a close connection, rela-
tionships weaken. Therefore, we 
must fi ght for it and do what is 
necessary to keep the connection 
strong.
The same applies in our relation-

ship with God.  In the Gospel of 
John, Jesus makes 7 unique “I 
Am” statements that accentuate 
His own deity, but also commu-
nicate specifi c aspects of Who He 
was as the Son of God.  One of 
those “I Am statements is found 
in John 15, where He proclaims: 
“I am the True Vine”.  Here, Jesus 
spoke to the importance of staying 
connected with Him.  He said: “Abide 
in Me, and I in you.  As the branch can-
not bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in Me and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  
How critical is it to stay connected to 
Jesus as the True Vine?  He states that 
it is impossible for anyone to bear fruit 
of worth and value to God apart from a 

connection to Him.  In these 2 verses, 
to communicate this principle of stay-
ing connected to the vine, Jesus uses the 
word ‘abide’ 4 times.  To abide means 
to remain or to stay.  When our relation-
ship with God seems to weaken or grow 
stale, it isn’t because He moved away 
from us, it is because we have drifted 
away from Him. Jesus calls us to abide, 
to remain, to stay with Him. When we 
abide with Jesus, then and only then, 
are we able to bear fruit that looks and 
tastes like Him.

Just this past week, I became famil-
iar with a song entitled “Abide” that 
speaks to how utterly dependent we 
are upon Jesus. Yes, we are fully de-
pendent upon Him for our salvation 
in that He is the only way for us to 
be brought into a right relationship 
with God the Father through His 
shed blood to cover and pay for our 
sin.  That is the Good News of the 
Gospel. But, whether we think about 
it or even want to acknowledge it, we 
are also dependent upon Him for ev-
ery other aspect of our lives.  Apart 
from Him, we can do nothing.  Some 
of the lyrics of the song go like this: 
“For my waking breath, for my dai-

ly bread, I depend on You, I depend on 
You.  For the sun to rise, for my sleep at 
night, I depend on You, I depend on You. 
You’re the way, the truth, and the life. 
You’re the well that never runs dry.  I’m 
the branch and You are the vine.  Draw 
me close and teach me to abide.”  My 
challenge for all of us is to abide (stay, 
remain) with Jesus.  Stay connected to 
the True Vine and remain. Apart from 
Him, we can do nothing; with Him, we 
experience His great power working in 
and through and all around us.

Pastor’s Perspective: Abiding in the True Vine
By Guest Columnist 
Spencer Sullivan, Pastor, 
Pelahatchie Baptist

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Garden Clubs present children’s program at Pelahatchie Library
Great team work by members from three Garden Clubs of Mississippi garden clubs working together to present a youth program at the Pelahatchie Library. May Hall with 

the Forget Me Not Garden Club presented a children’s program on how to make animals out of pine cones. Assisting her was Angelia Wade with Spring Lake Garden Club 
and Dixie Thornton with Wesson Garden Club. Angelia Wade presented Librarian Angelia Ward a bouquet of Zinnias from her yard to complement the National Garden Week 
display she made for the library. Both the adults and kids had fun time on this project!

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Bring something cool to summer 
with a fresh homemade popsicle
Special to Pelahatchie News
Sometimes, the hot days of summer 

call for some cool treats that don’t re-
quire leaving the house. Make use of 
some fresh summertime fruit, reusable 
popsicle molds (or paper cups) and the 
freezer in your kitchen, and whip up 
some homemade refreshing treats to en-
joy from the cool(er) comfort of the in-
doors. Most popsicles take at least four 
hours to harden, but overnight freezing 
is recommended. Freeze times and num-
ber of popsicles will vary depending on 
the size of the molds you are using.

Peach PopsiclesPeach Popsicles
Ingredients:Ingredients:
1 1/4 pounds ripe peaches, (3-4 medi-

um), halved and pitted
Juice of 1 lemon
1/4 cup freshly squeezed orange juice
1/8 cup sugar, or to taste
1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
Preparation:Preparation:
1. Coarsely chop peaches in a food 

processor.
2. Transfer 1 cup of the chunky 

peaches to a medium bowl. Add lem-
on juice, orange juice and sugar to 
taste (depending on the sweetness of 
the peaches) to the food processor.
3. Puree until smooth.
4. Add to the bowl with the chunky 

peaches, and stir in vanilla.
5. Divide the mixture into popsicle 

molds (or small paper cups).
6. Freeze until beginning to set, about 

1 hour. Insert frozen-treat sticks and 
freeze until completely fi rm, about 1 
hour more.

Berry PopsiclesBerry Popsicles
Ingredients:Ingredients:
16 oz plain Greek Yogurt
3 Tblsp. of honey
1 tsp. of vanilla extract
4 oz blueberries
4 oz raspberries
Preparation:Preparation:
1. Mix the Greek yogurt, honey and 

vanilla extract until well blended.
2. Add half of the mixture to the pop-

sicle molds. Add a few whole berries 
in each mold, and push to the bottom 
of the mold with a toothpick.
3. Freeze the pops for about 15 min-

utes, just to harden them up a bit.
4. Meanwhile, in a blender, puree the 

remaining Greek yogurt and the ber-
ries.
5. Add the mix to the ice pop molds, 

and freeze at least 3 – 4 hours.

Key Lime PopsiclesKey Lime Popsicles
Ingredients:Ingredients:
2 cans coconut milk or whole milk
Juice and zest of 1 lime
3 Tblsp. honey
Pinch of salt
1 cup chopped macadamia nuts
Preparation:Preparation:
1. Mix milk, lime juice and zest and 

honey in a blender/food processor.
2. Pour into popsicle molds, and 

freeze at least hours.
3. Before eating, remove from mold 

and roll in chopped nuts.

Chocolate Banana PopsiclesChocolate Banana Popsicles
Ingredients:Ingredients:
5 medium ripe frozen bananas
2 tsp. vanilla extract
3 Tblsp. cocoa powder
Preparation:Preparation:
1. Put 2 1/2 ripe bananas and 1 tsp. 

vanilla extract in a food processor or a 
blender. Blend until smooth.
2. Scoop the mixture into popsicle 

molds, place in freezer.
3. Put the rest of the frozen bananas 

in the processor with the remaining 1 
tsp. of vanilla and the 3 Tblsp. cocoa 
powder. Blend until smooth.
4. Take molds out of the freez-

er. Scoop the chocolate portion into 
the molds until molds are fi lled, and 
freeze at least 4 hours.

2. Add half of the mixture to the pop-

4. Meanwhile, in a blender, puree the 
remaining Greek yogurt and the ber-
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I was driving when I spotted a man 
walking his dogs. The old dog was 
lagging behind, his tongue lolling 
out and his movements slow, and 
as a humane offi cer who has seen 
it before, I knew he was in a qui-
etly life-threatening condition. 

I stopped and urged the man to 
let me drive them to the vet. 

He responded, “He’s OK; he’s 
just been running in the dog park.” 

I insisted. 

The vet’s assistant spotted an 
emergency the moment we came 
through the door and rushed us 
inside, but it was too late. De-
spite the best efforts, the old dog 
died of heatstroke.

I often see people walking 
their dogs in the heat, seeming-
ly oblivious to the fi rst signs of 
trouble. They think that a lolling 
tongue and panting are “just a 
dog being a dog.” They don’t 
realize that, unlike humans, dogs 
have no ability to sweat and are 
trapped in what is essentially a 
sausage casing, having to rely on 
panting to try to shed the heat 

building up in their bodies. And, 
when the temperature soars, as 
with the current heat dome, rid-
ding themselves of excess heat 
becomes impossible. Their inter-
nal temperature rises until they 
suffer from heatstroke.

When I politely approach some-
one who isn’t paying attention, 
many say something like, “Thanks, 
but she’s OK. I’ve got water in my 
backpack”—as if it does the dog 
any good there. That water needs 
to be on and in the dog, and the 
dog needs to be walked off the 
searing hot pavement, onto grass 
and into shade.

With heat advisories in effect 
across the country, cars are not 
the only dangers dogs face. 
Please walk them only early in the 
morning or late in the evening. 
Stay on the grass, take water 
breaks and be hypervigilant for 
signs of distress. Your dog’s life 
may depend on it.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Newkirk cur-
rently serves as the president of 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals.

Dog owners 
urged to be 
mindful of heat’s 
eff ect on their 
pets By Guest Columnist Ingrid Newkirk

Coghlan, Rogers To Exchange Vows

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Ross Coghlan of Pelahatchie are pleased to announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Martha Kaitlyn Coghlan, MD, to Davis Lane Rogers, MD, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Todd 
Rogers of Jackson. Dr. Coghlan is the granddaughter of Mrs. Martha Ross Coghlan and the late Mr. Bob-
by Coghlan of Pelahatchie and the late Mr. and Mrs. Ercell Elbert Wilcher of Pelahatchie.


