
Kraus-Anderson Construction has completed an 
expansion of a packaging manufacturing facility 
for Menasha Corporation located in the Pelahatchie 
Industrial Park at 108 Industrial Drive just east of 
Jackson, Mississippi.  Menasha Packaging, a busi-
ness group of Neenah, Wisconsin-based Menasha 
Corporation, off ers high-graphic displays, boxes 
and other shipping containers for consumer proj-
ect companies. Designed by Excel Engineering, the 
89,856-square-foot expansion features an interior 
remodel of the mezzanine, restrooms, breakroom, 
stair tower and a new 9,274-square-foot offi  ce 
space. The project also added a new 100-stall park-
ing lot, truck loading docks and fi re lane. Construc-
tion began in April 2023.
Retail-focused packaging and merchandising solu-

tions provider Menasha Packaging announced in 
2022 that it was expanding its operations in the US 
with a new investment in Pelahatchie, Mississippi. As 
part of the project, the company has invested $79 mil-

lion to expand its existing manufacturing facility in 
Pelahatchie Industrial Park. Menasha Packaging also 
acquired more machinery and equipment. Menasha 
Packaging Company president Mike Riegsecker said: 
“We are excited about our expansion into Pelahatchie 
and the cultural fi t that exists with the team here.
“We are committed to investing not only in the facil-

ity but also in this great team and in the community. 
We appreciate the assistance provided by the state, 
county and city in helping us solidify our long-term 
commitment to Pelahatchie.”
Meanwhile, the Mississippi Development Authority 

(MDA), Rankin County and the city of Pelahatchie have 
also supported Menasha Packaging with the project.
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Jellystone Park Pelahatchie is 
thrilled to announce that it has been 
named one of USA Today's Ten Best 
RV Campgrounds for 2024. This 
marks the third consecutive year the 
park has received this prestigious 
recognition, underscoring its com-
mitment to providing an exceptional 
camping experience for families and 
outdoor enthusiasts.
USA Today's 10 Best Readers' 

Choice Awards are highly regarded 
in the travel and hospitality industry, 
celebrating the best destinations and 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Jellystone named in USA Today's Ten Best for Third Year

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Local Menasha Packaging expansion in Pelahatchie complete
Special to Pelahatchie News
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MSU extension service: southern magnolia
Nothing describes the Southern mag-

nolia better than its scientifi c name, 
Magnolia grandifl ora. The fl owers cer-
tainly are grand!
Magnolia trees display their creamy 

white fl owers in late spring through 
summer, and you certainly can’t miss 
the cup-shaped blooms that reach up 
to 8 inches in diameter. Flower petals 
are thick and waxy and have a lemony 
fragrance.
After bloom, the fl owers are replaced 

with cone-like seed pods. When these 
pods ripen, the large, red seeds are 
pushed out and add to the beauty of this 
tree. These woody, brown pods with 
bright red seeds also can be used in 
dried fl oral arrangements.
The Southern magnolia can grow at 

a moderate rate to a height of 80 feet 
or more with a 30- to 40-foot spread. 
These trees form a dense, dark green 
pyramidal shape in the landscape.
Southern magnolia is native to the 

bottomlands and moist, wooded areas 
of the central and southeastern coastal 
plains. They prefer rich soil with par-
tial shade and, in nature, are usually un-
derstory trees. The Southern magnolia 
tolerates high moisture levels but not 
overly wet or swampy soils and pro-
longed fl ooding.
When grown as an ornamental, it is 

best to maintain the heavy-leaved limbs 
of the magnolia almost to the ground. 
Doing so will provide a place for the 

dropped leaves and seed pods to hide 
out of the way of mowing.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie HS honors Mrs. Wendy Carter at retirement reception

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School recently honored retiring teacher, Mrs. Wendy Carter. Faculty shared some of their fondest memories and celebrations of working alongside Mrs. 
Carter. Some of our faculty have had the pleasure of learning from her and returning to work alongside her. One thing is for sure, Mrs. Carter has impacted our Tribe forever. 
Thank you for investing in the lives of our school and community.
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Pelahatchie HS class of 2024 celebrates graduation day

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished   •   Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities   •   HUD Vouchers Accepted

Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

  

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

https://www.facebook.com/
PelahatchieNews/

Come see us on Facebook!

East Rankin Academy (ERA) Patri-
ot Track & Field team concluded the 
2024 season on Saturday, May 4th 
at the 2023 Midsouth Association of 
Independent Schools (“MAIS”) State 
Championship.
Entering the post season with both 

varsity teams MAIS 5A District 2 
Champions, twenty athletes individu-
ally and all eight relay teams qualifi ed 
to the regional North State Champion-
ship at Bayou Academy.  The Patriots 
at North State were very successful, 
the varsity boys coming away as the 
North State Championship runner-up.  
Among the thirteen individuals (some in 
multiple events) and seven relay teams 
that qualifi ed to the 2024 State Champi-
onship were senior, Liam Wilkerson (400 
meter dash); junior, Lydia Collipp (400 
meter dash), and senior, Brayden Warner 
(discus), all North State champions in 
their respective events.
The 2024 MAIS State Championships 

were hosted by Jackson Academy on 
May 3rd and Jackson Prep on May 4th.  
For the fi rst time in decades, the varsi-
ty boys fi nished 2nd overall, MAIS 5A 
State Runner-up! The varsity girls also 

earned the highest fi nish in twenty years 
with fourth overall. Multiple gold med-
alists included senior, Brayden Warner, 
winning his second individual state title 
in discus with a throw of 172-10; senior, 
Liam Wilkerson, winning the 400 meter 
dash in a personal best time of 50.58; 
the boys 4x200 relay team, consisting 
of junior, Aiden Harrell, senior, Liam 
Wilkerson, sophomore, Taylor Woods, 
and freshman Jon Riemann, breaking 
the ERA school record with a time of 
1:30.32; and a very young boys 4x800 
relay team featuring 8th grader, Walker 
Sartin, sophomore, RT Tate, freshman,

Jon Riemann, and 8th grader, Zack Price, 
demolishing the school record with a 
winning time of 8:46.91.
Other medalists at the State Champi-

onship included senior, Brayden War-
ner (2nd shot put-46-1); junior, Aiden 
Harrell (2nd 100 meter dash - 10.86); 
8th grader, Jillian Breland (2nd dis-
cus-110-9); 8th grader, Zack Price (3rd 
800 meter run; 3rd 1600 meter run, 4th 
3200 meter run); junior, Audrey Mayatte 
(3rd 3200 meter run, 4th 1600 meter run, 
6th 800 meter run); sophomore, Addison 
Derrick (3rd discus-106-4, 5th shot put 
32-1); girls 4x400 relay (3rd Lydia Col-

lipp, Leah Collipp, Audrey Mayatte, 
Emma Raines – 4:17.39); girls 4x800 
relay (3rd Lydia Collipp, Audrey 
Mayatte, Emma Raines, Jewel Baker 
– 10:08.66); Emma Raines (4th 300 
hurdles-49.07); Lydia Collipp (4th 
400 meter dash); boys 4x100 meter 
relay (4th Aiden Harrell, Liam Wilk-
erson, Jon Riemann, Taylor Woods 
– 45.62); RT Tate (5th 3200 meter 
run, 6th 1600 meter run); sixth grad-
er, Jewel Baker (5th 3200 meter run, 
6th 1600 meter run); boys 4x400 re-
lay (6th Aiden Harrell, Liam Wilker-
son, RT Tate, Jon Riemann-3:48.52); 
senior, Colin Harris (7th triple jump 

– 39-.5); and girls 4x200 relay (7th Ka-
tie Simpson, Addison Vowell, Breland 
Moulds, Lydia Collipp – 1:55.65).
The 2024 Patriot team featured four 

seniors, all of whom played a role the 
growth of ERA track and fi eld and the 
success of this season. The team wish-
es to congratulate two time discus state 
champion and shot put fi nalist, Brayden 
Warner; state champion 400 meter sprint-
er and relay team member, Liam Wilker-
son; triple jump state fi nalist, Colin Har-
ris; and shot put state fi nalist, Jack Boyd, 
as they graduate with the Class of 2024.

ERA Boys MAIS 5A State Runner-up and Girls Highest Finish in 20 Years
Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

2024 MAIS 5A State Champion Runner Up –Coach Steve Boozer, Coach David Hopper, Taylor Stroh (alt), Zack 
Price, RT Tate, Jon Riemann, Taylor Woods, Liam Wilkerson, Brayden Warner, Colin Harris, Aiden Carlisle (alt), 
Aiden Harrell, Walker Sartin, Coach Austin Banes.
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Pelahatchie Library June EventsJellystone USA Today's Top Ten

Menasha expnasion complete

experiences across the country. Being 
selected as one of the top RV camp-
grounds is a testament to Jellystone 
Park Pelahatchie's dedication to excel-
lence in customer service, amenities, 
and family-friendly activities.
"We are incredibly honored to be rec-

ognized by USA Today as one of the 
best RV campgrounds in the nation for 
the third year in a row," said Troy Shep-
pard, Chief Operating Offi  cer at Great 
Escapes RV Resorts. "This award re-
fl ects the hard work and passion of our 
team, who strive every day to create 
memorable experiences for our guests. 
We are grateful to our campers for their 
support and for choosing Jellystone 
Park Pelahatchie as their preferred va-
cation destination."
Jellystone Park Pelahatchie, owned 

by Great Escapes RV Resorts, off ers a 
wide range of amenities and activities 
designed to provide a fun and relaxing 
getaway for guests of all ages. High-
lights include:
• Spacious RV sites with full hookups
• Comfortable cabin rentals
• On-site water park with pools and 

slides
• Mini-golf, playgrounds, and sports 

courts

• Organized activities and themed 
weekends

• Access to nature trails and fi shing 
spots

• Delightful character visits with Yogi 
Bear™, Cindy Bear™, and Boo Boo™

The park's family-friendly environ-
ment and engaging activities make it a 
standout choice for RV travelers seek-
ing a memorable camping experience.
"We invite everyone to come and ex-

perience the magic of Jellystone Park 
Pelahatchie," added Stephanie Goss. 
General Manager at Jellystone Park 
Pelahatchie, "Whether you're a fi rst-
time visitor or a returning guest, we 
promise an unforgettable adventure 
fi lled with fun, relaxation, and quality 
time with loved ones."
Visit https://www.jellystonems.com/ 

for information on special events, check 
availability, and to make reservations.
Day passes are available for local 

residents and visitors to the area. Buy 
them online at https://jellystonems.
centeredgeonline.com/areas/areas
Address: 
143 Campground Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Web: www.jellystonems.com
Social media: @JellystoneParkPelahatchie

Continued from Front page

Continued from Front page

Menasha Packaging, which employs 
95 people at the Rankin County facili-
ty, will create another 21 jobs as part of 
this expansion.
The expansion announcement came 

after the company fi nalized its acquisi-
tion of corrugated packaging manufac-
turer Color-Box in July 2022.
At that time, City of Pelahatchie may-

or Karl VanHorn said: “As mayor for the 
Town of Pelahatchie, I am thrilled to an-
nounce the expansion of the facilities now 
owned by Menasha Packaging Company 
at the Pelahatchie Industrial Park.

When we fi rst learned that Menasha 
Packaging Company had purchased 
Georgia Pacifi c’s Color Box opera-
tions, we were concerned that the new 
owner might relocate operations out of 
state. Thanks to the quick action and 
hard work of our friends at Mississippi 
Development Authority, Rankin First 
and Rankin County, and thanks to the 
good people at Menasha Packaging 
Company, we are celebrating not only 
the retention of a valuable employer 
right here in Pelahatchie but also an 
incredible $79 million expansion of 
operations.”

ADVENTURE BEGINS AT YOUR LIBRARY ADVENTURE BEGINS AT YOUR LIBRARY 
(SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES)(SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES)
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2:00 P.M. – WATCH A MOVIE AND – WATCH A MOVIE AND 
ENJOY SOME SNACKS. ENJOY SOME SNACKS. CALL THE LIBRARY FOR DETAILS.CALL THE LIBRARY FOR DETAILS.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2:00 P.M.WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2:00 P.M. – "BOTANICAL ARTS"– "BOTANICAL ARTS"
(I.E., CREATING PINECONE CREATURES) PRESENTED(I.E., CREATING PINECONE CREATURES) PRESENTED

BY THE GARDEN CLUBS OF MSBY THE GARDEN CLUBS OF MS
THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2:00 P.M. THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2:00 P.M. – "ALL ABOUT BIRDS AND – "ALL ABOUT BIRDS AND 

BIRD FEEDERS" - HEATHER JENNINGS WITH THEBIRD FEEDERS" - HEATHER JENNINGS WITH THE
MSU EXTENSION WILL HELP MAKE BIRD FEEDERSMSU EXTENSION WILL HELP MAKE BIRD FEEDERS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2:00 P.M.WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2:00 P.M. – SMOKEY BEAR– SMOKEY BEAR
WILL BE HERE TO TEACH US ABOUT FIRE SAFETYWILL BE HERE TO TEACH US ABOUT FIRE SAFETY

AND PROTECTING OUR FORESTSAND PROTECTING OUR FORESTS

ADULT BOOK CLUBADULT BOOK CLUB
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 11:00 A.M.WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 11:00 A.M.

DISCUSSING SUSPECT BY ROBERT CRAISDISCUSSING SUSPECT BY ROBERT CRAIS

SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIAL SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIAL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 11:00 A.M.TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 11:00 A.M.
TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 11:00 A.M.TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 11:00 A.M.
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Local students listed in MC's President's and Dean's Lists

Special to Pelahatchie News Special to Pelahatchie News

The Mississippi College Offi  ce of Academic Aff airs releases the president's list after the close of fall and 
spring semesters each academic year. To be eligible for the President's List, a student must maintain a 
4.0 grade point average, based on a 4.0 system. The student must take a full course load of at least 12 
semester hours of undergraduate credit with all academic courses impacting their grade point average.
Two local students were included on that list: Margaret Wingo of Pelahatchie (39145) and Colburn Jones 
of Pelahatchie (39145).

Sarah Polk of Pelahatchie Named to the Spring 2024 Dean's List at Mississippi College. The Mississippi 
College Offi  ce of Academic Aff airs releases the dean's list after the close of fall and spring semesters each 
academic year. To be eligible for the Dean's List, a student must maintain a 3.5 grade point average, based 
on a 4.0 system. The student must take a full course load of at least 12 semester hours of undergraduate 
credit with all academic courses impacting their grade point average.
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Move Better. 
Live Better.

Rankin county chamber honors academic excellenceRankin county chamber honors academic excellence

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

At the recent, Salute to Education banquet, those honored as National 
Board Certifi ed teachers included: Carla Casio, Laurel Reeves Yates, 
Shea Clanton, Kim Minshew, Karmen Gates, Kelsey Dewberry Webb, 
Maegan Speights, Jessica Perkins, Sabrina Graham, Ashton Winstead, 
Jennifer Burroughs, Lydia George, Rhonda Green, Richard Jones, Am-
ber Runnels, and National Board Certifi ed Nurse, Janifer Page.

The Top Ten fi nalists for Teacher of the Year included (pictured not in 
order): Christy Rowland, Christi Wood, Morgan Peagler,  Emily Reeves, 
Risha Jones, Brandye C. Moore, Kaye Donald, Lisa McAdory, Ebony 
Nance, and Nichole Chandler.

Rankin County 2024 Teacher 
of the Year is Amy Rummage.

Kim Fontaine received the award 
for 2024 Friend of Education..

Students who received scholarships included (pictured not in 
order): Anderson Walker-McLaurin High School, Jacob Owen 
LaFontaine-Pearl High School, Matthew J. Parker-Brandon 
High School, Meri Morgan Marshall-Brandon High School, Sar-
ah-Kathryn Ray-Park Place Christian Academy, Payton Sand-
ers-Pelahatchie High School, Ava Abernathy-Brandon High 
School, Aniston Thompson-Hartfi eld Academy, Madeline Can-
non-Pearl High School, and Leah Green-Florence High School.

Four other students who received scholarships included (Left 
to Right): Abram Rowell-East Rankin Academy, Isabella Ash-
ley-Pearl High School, Aylah McCurdy-Pisgah High School, 
and Caroline Sanford-Florence High School.

Those honored as Administrator, Teacher or Parent of the Year for the 
Rankin County School District or Pearl School District included (pictured not 
in order): Dr. Heather Faron, Administrator RCSD; Kelsey Treadwell, Teach-
er RCSD; Patrice Razor Parent RCSD; April Harwell, Administrator Pearl 
PSD; Risha Jones, Teacher Pearl PSD; Nisha Patel, Parent Pearl PSD.

Rankin county chamber honors academic excellence

LEADERSHIP RANKIN
YOUTH AND ADULT 
GRADUATES
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Top of the Class, PHS & ERA Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Payton Sanders, 2024 Valedictorian, Pelahatchie High 
School.

Tyler Johns, 2024 Salutatorian, Pelahatchie High School.

Abigial Stevens, 2024 Valedictorian, East Rankin Academy Lainey Channell, 2024 Salutatorian, East Rankin Academy
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Davis RCSD Substitute of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

At a recent board meeting, the Rankin County School District recognized individuals for their dedication, 
passion, and commitment to excellence, serving as exemplary members of the RCSD family. The Rankin 
County School Board recognized: Substitute - Kelly Davis, Pelahatchie Elementary. Congrats, Kelly Davis! 
She is the RCSD Substitute of the Month! We are excited that she will offi  cially join the Pelahatchie ES 
family next year. Thankful for her dedication to our school.

Pelahatchie HS students named 
Mac Haik scholar athletes

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

CONGRATULATIONS, Melanie Ball (left) and Jamaal Longino of Pelahatchie High School named Mac 
Haik Jackson Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram Scholar Athletes for excelling in Academics and Sports. Your 
hard work and dedication shine bright, in the classroom and on the fi eld. Learn more at https://www.
waptscholarathlete.com/.

Cooper named to Mississippi
FFA 2024 nominating committee

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Mississippi FFA recently announced the 2024 Nominating Committee. This group of individuals 
work hard to interview candidates and will elect the 2024-2025 Mississippi FFA State Offi  cer team at this 
year’s convention. Congratulations to Ainsley Cooper (second from right) on being named a member of 
the 2024 Mississippi FFA Nominating Committee. We are so proud of you and your eff orts on campus 
and beyond. You represent our Tribe well. (Five other members are not in photograph.)

PHS Rowell signs with Millsaps

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to Tucker Rowell for signing today with Millsaps College to play football. Tucker was a 
great asset to our line and we are so excited to see what the future holds with him at Millsaps.



�� ���������

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK
•          •              •-MAILEBLAST

PELAHATCHIE

WEBSITE
PELAHATCHIE NEWS SOCIAL

MEDIA

PAST HEADLINES

Pelahatchie HS Band recognizes 
graduating 2024 senior member

Jacob RogersJacob Rogers

Jacob has been a member of the bandJacob has been a member of the band
since 2016. After graduation, he plans to since 2016. After graduation, he plans to 

join the National Guard in hopes to becomejoin the National Guard in hopes to become
a diesel mechanic. His favorite memorya diesel mechanic. His favorite memory

in band was every band camp. in band was every band camp. 

Special to Pelahatchie News

2014 - 10 years ago2014 - 10 years ago

• “Rankin County Schools now
offering online registration”

• “Civil War reenactors plan special
relic show”

2019 - 5 years ago2019 - 5 years ago

• “PHS raises $900 for Relay for Life”

• “LOVE OUT LOUD held at Yogi on the Lake”

2023 - Last Year2023 - Last Year
• “76 percent of 3rd graders pass state
reading assessment on first attempt”

• “Preparedness is key to preventing
the unthinkable”

Library Mother's Day � ower 
arranging event a success

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Public Library recently off ered an event for fl ower arranging. "Flowers for Mom" was a 
multigenerational success. The Garden Clubs of MS wowed the audience with their various demonstra-
tions. Every participant left the event with an increased knowledge of fl ower arranging as well as a beautiful 
bouquet to enjoy at home.
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Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Hardy Crape Myrtles and the new threat of Bark Scale
By Doug Carter, Rankin County 
Extension Agent

MODERN CONVENIENCES, HOMETOWN HEART.
B A N K W H E R E Y O U ’ R E T R E A T E D L I K E F A M I L Y .

 Crape Myrtles are one of the most pop-
ular landscape plants in the South. Tra-
ditionally crape myrtles have been free 
of serious disease and insect pests, but 
that situation changed with the arrival 
of Crape Myrtle Bark Scale(CMBS).  
 CMBS is a serious new threat to 

southern crape myrtles. It threatens to turn what has 
historically been a beautiful, low-maintenance land-
scape tree into an unsightly, high-maintenance land-
scape tree. The nonnative scale was fi rst detected in 
the United States in Texas in 2004 and was fi rst found 
in Mississippi in the spring of 2004. It  is now well es-
tablished in several counties in Mississippi, including 
Rankin County. We need to know how to identify and 
control CMBS to help slow its spread and reduce its 
impact.  
 There are few natural enemies here in the United 

States, and this allows CMBS to build to unusual-
ly high numbers on infested plants. It is not unusual 
for heavily infested plants to have branches and twigs 
that are completely encrusted with scale. The nymphs 
produce large quantities of honeydew, and this results 
in heavy accumulations of sooty mold  on the leaves, 
twigs, and trunks of infested plants, as well as on 
nearby low-growing plants and surrounding grass and 
mulch. The end result is a crape myrtle that is black 
and ugly (which is due to heavy sooty mold accumu-
lation) and produces fewer and smaller blooms. Crape 
myrtles heavily infested with CMBS soon become a 
landscape eyesore. Eff ective treatments are available, 
but they are costly and do not provide 100 percent 

control. Treatments must be 
reapplied each year.  
 Sooty mold alone is not a 

defi nite indication of CMBS, 
but if you also fi nd white, 
felt-covered scales that bleed 
pink when punctured, you 
can be certain you have crape 
myrtle bark scale. Heavy in-
festations can also cause trees 
to be covered with black sooty 
mold. Any Crape Myrtle that 
is covered with sooty mold, 
should be carefully examined 
for CMBS. Trees can have heavy infestations of aphids 
and CMBS. Aphids will feed only on the leaves, CMBS 
will feed mainly on the twigs, branches, and trunk, and 
rarely on the leaves.    
 Heavy infestations of CMBS cause crape myrtles 

to be very unsightly. Simply ignoring and living with 
the problem may not be an acceptable option for most 
homeowners and landscape managers. Control op-
tions for CNBS fall into our major categories; Exclu-
sion, plant selection, plant destruction, and insecticide 
treatment.  
 The simplest and most eff ective defense against 

CMBS is to avoid buying and planting infested crape 
myrtles. Work closely with the nursery where the 
plants are purchased to be sure plants are free of crape 
myrtle bark scale.  
 Because of their unique beauty and toughness, crape 

myrtles are widely used in southern landscapes. Now 
because of CMBS, landscape planners are encouraged 
to consider alternative species in the landscapes to in-
crease plant diversity. This will help mitigate the risks 

and adverse consequences of 
having to deal with heavy CMBS 
infestations.
 The are times when total 

plant destruction may be the ap-
propriate means of dealing with 
a CMBS infestation. An exam-
ple would be when there are just 
a few infected plants and there is 
reason to believe that these may 
be the only infested plants in the 
landscape, community, city or re-
gion. In this case, it would be best 
to destroy these plants before the 

disease can spread.  
 This pest is so new that control programs are still 

being developed. Treatments that have been the most 
eff ective are soil applied systemic insecticides contain-
ing the active ingredients imidacloprid, imidacloprid + 
clothianidin, or dinotefuran. Foliar sprays containing 
the insect growth regulator products pyriproxyfen or 
buprofezin are also available as sprays. 
 Some of these treatments are commercial products, 

and homeowners  are encouraged to seek assistance 
from licensed commercial applicators to control 
CMBS, especially when treating larger trees. The cost 
of products for homeowners is considerably high-
er than for professional products. Homeowners with 
large numbers of trees to treat should consider getting 
bids from commercial applicators. The cost diff erence 
between treating trees yourself and hiring a commer-
cial applicator to treat CMBS may not be as great as 
you think. 
Source:  Extension Publication 2938, Crape Myrtle 

Bark Scale Identifi cation and Control

Special to Pelahatchie News
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136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

Member SIPC

Jackson Pullen, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
101 High Pointe Ct Suite A
Brandon, MS 39042
601-952-4154

How does your portfolio 
measure up?
Let's review your strategy.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Pelahatchie HS cheerleaders � nish strong at cheer camp 2024

Special to Pelahatchie News

UCA joined our Pelahatchie Cheerleaders on campus for camp this year and our team absolutely rocked it. The team ended the camp with 7 making UCA All American and the team receiving 2 Gold Ribbons for their 
routines. We look forward to a great athletic season cheering alongside these athletes. 
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Rankin County School District 
appreciates lunch room sta� 

Pelahatchie ES student spotlight

Special to Pelahatchie News
Special to Pelahatchie News

RCSD Child Nutrition’s offi  ce staff  prepared and delivered a special treat for all of our School Lunch Heros.
Pictured staff  members from Pelahatchie High School.

Paisley Winstead, Oaklee Goldman, and Nygerria Boyd received a Chief Spotlight this month for their ea-
gerness to help fellow students. Kaiden Bryant received a Kindness Counts recognition for bringing extra 
money for his friends to use at the book fair. Congrats to these students!

Nygerria Boyd

Kaiden Bryant

Paisley Winstead and Oaklee Goldman



I have previously mentioned 
that our family lived overseas for 
12 years.  In 2006, Melanie and I 
loaded up our 2 very young chil-
dren and moved across the pond 
to another country. I was accept-

ing a sports related job. It was a perfect match 
for me based on my background and general 
love for all things sports. We loved the country 
and the people and expected to live there for 
decades, if not the rest of our lives.  Howev-
er, our expectation did not become our reality. 
We ended up moving from there to Cyprus, af-
ter only 3 years due to some security related 
events. It was very diffi  cult for us to leave, but we 
also knew that we couldn’t stay. On the very fi rst 
day in the offi  ce with my new job, I met a man 
from the very country that we had just departed. 
In addition to the local Cypriot people, Cyprus is 
home to many from other nationalities. However, I 
never would have dreamed to meet someone from 
this particular country.  He wasn’t only from that 
same country; we lived in his city and our house 
was less than a mile from his family’s home. We 
hit it off  immediately.  Our families soon met one 
another and even though we have returned to 
Rankin County, MS, we have been close friends 
ever since. During our time in Cyprus, I was even-
tually brought onto the leadership of an interna-

tional church there. Before moving overseas, I had 
served on church staff s, but had never pastored. 
The experience in Cyprus helped prepare me for 
the role I have today.  I share these bits of our his-
tory to illustrate the providence of God.
In John 5:17, Jesus says: “My Father is working 

until now, and I am working.” God is always work-
ing in and around our lives. We may not always 
notice it in the moment, but when we look back 
on our lives, we can recognize His fi ngerprints all 
over the place. Our family grieved the move from 
our fi rst country only to be welcomed to the next 
by a family from the very place we didn’t want to 
leave. You can call it coincidence if you want, but 
I choose to recognize this as God’s providence. 

He cares for us. He puts people in our lives to 
fi ll holes that the loss of others has created.  He 
also uses our experiences to prepare us for what 
He has planned for us in the days ahead. Not 
only that, He redeems our hurts and struggles 
and uses them to either prepare us for some-
thing ahead or so that we can be a blessing 
to others that walk through similar situations 
that we have endured by His grace. If I had the 
space, I could write out stories from our history 
to illustrate each one of these truths.  
My all-time favorite band is Caedmon’s Call.  

My favorite song of theirs is called “Lead of  
Love”.  The lyrics of the chorus read like this: 
“Looking back, you know you had to bring me 
through…All that I was so afraid of…Though 
I questioned the sky, now I see why…Had to 

walk the rocks to see the mountain view…Look-
ing back, I see the lead of love.” If you don’t know 
the band or the song, I encourage you to search for 
the song on YouTube.  Regardless, this is the mes-
sage. We may or may not see God’s hand at work 
throughout the journey of our lives, but when we 
look back, we see that He was leading us all the 
time. I encourage you to remember the diff erent 
parts of your journey and look for His fi ngerprints. 
When we can recognize His work in our past, it 
then helps us to keep our eyes open for His work 
in our present and then expect Him to continue 
working in our future!  Thank God for His Provi-
dence!  He is working until now…
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1-800-HINDSCC
hindscc.edu

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities.  The following 
have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:

EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, PO Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu
Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON  |  NAHC  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

By Guest Columnist, Spencer 
Sullivan, Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Pastor’s Perspective: “God is always working”

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Receive a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!

Beechem wins NAM MS State
Queen Junior Pre Teen Miss

Ramzey Beechem is NAM MS State Queen Jr. Pre Teen Miss. She won 1st place in the talent competition 
by singing.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie thankful for Linemen

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie wants to
 thank the Entergy crews 

Pelahatchie wants to
 thank the Entergy crews 

who recently worded hard to restore power to 

who recently worded hard to restore power to 

the of Pelahatchie community!

Updated 1/9/2024

RANKIN COUNTY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

2024-2025
DISTRICT CALENDAR AEA-E

July 4.....................Independence Day
July 22-24..............New Teacher Orientation
July 25-26, 29-31...Staff Development
Aug 1......................First Day of School
Sept 2.....................School Holiday / Labor Day
Sept 4.....................Progress Reports
Oct 4......................End of 1st 9 weeks (46 days)
Oct 7-11..................School Holiday / Fall Break
Oct 14.....................Elementary Parent/Teacher
 Conference / Secondary Staff Development /

 Student Holiday

Oct 15.....................Start of 2nd 9 Weeks
Oct 17.....................Report Cards
Nov 13....................Progress Reports
Nov 25-29..............School Holiday / Thanksgiving Break
Dec 16-20..............Exams
*Dec 20..................Reduced Day (60% day) / 

End of 2nd 9 weeks (44 days)

Dec 23-27, 30-31....School Holiday / Christmas Break

Jan 1-3.........School Holiday / Christmas Break
Jan 6...........Staff Development / Student Holiday
Jan 7............Students Return / Start of

3rd 9 Weeks

Jan 9...........Report Cards
Jan 20.........School Holiday / Martin Luther
 King, Jr Day
Feb 5...........Progress Reports
Feb 17..........School Holiday / Presidents Day
Mar 7..........End of 3rd 9 Weeks (42 days)
Mar 10-14...School Holiday / Spring Break
Mar 17.........Start of 4th 9 Weeks
Mar 20.......Report Cards
Apr 16.........Progress Reports
Apr 18, 21...School Holiday / Easter Break
May 19-23...Exams
*May 23......Student Last Day / Reduced Day

(60% day) / End of 4th 9 Weeks (48 days)

May 23........Teacher Last Day
May 26.......Memorial Day

*Denotes Reduced Day

2024 2025


